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RICHARDSON COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

JULY 29, 2026 

 

CALL TO ORDER 

  

 The regular meeting of the Richardson County Board of Commissioners was called to 

order by Chairman Caverzagie at 9:00 a.m. on Wednesday, July 29, 2026.  Roll call was 

answered by Karas, Campbell and Caverzagie.   The Invocation was given by Chairman 

Caverzagie and the Pledge of Allegiance was led by Commissioner Karas.  Chairman Caverzagie 

announced that the open meeting laws have been posted at the entrance to the meeting room.   

 A motion was made by Campbell to approve the minutes of the July 22, 2026, meeting as 

presented.   Motion seconded by Caverzagie.   ROLL CALL VOTE:  Karas-abstain, Campbell-

aye, Caverzagie-aye.   Motion carried. 

 A motion was made by Caverzagie to approve the agenda as posted.  Motion seconded by       

Campbell.  ROLL CALL VOTE:  Karas-aye, Campbell-aye, Caverzagie-aye.  Motion carried.  

The agenda is posted at the Richardson County Courthouse in the First Floor Lobby, the Lower-

Level Lobby and on the Commissioner’s Meeting Room door on the 2nd Floor and on the 

Richardson County website www.richardsoncounty.ne.gov. 

 

ROAD & BRIDGE DEPT.  

 

Motion was made by Caverzagie to close the regular meeting agenda and go into an 

executive session at 9:06 a.m. with Steve Darveau, Hwy Superintendent to discuss possible 

litigation and for the protection of the public interest.  Motion seconded by Karas.  ROLL CALL 

VOTE:  Karas-aye, Campbell-aye, Caverzagie-aye.  Motion carried. 

 Motion was made by Campbell to close the executive session at 9:12 a.m. and return to 

the regular meeting agenda.  Motion seconded by Karas.   ROLL CALL VOTE:  Karas-aye, 

Campbell-aye, Caverzagie-aye.  Motion carried.   

 Highway Superintendent, Steve Darveau updated the Board on the routine maintenance 

being done on county roads and bridges this past week.   The crews have been doing 

improvement work on the “Pony Creek Road” which is close to completion.   An update was 

also given on the Dawson NW project.   

 

LAW ENFORCEMENT CENTER 

 

 Sheriff Hardesty updated the Board on the routine business within the Law Enforcement 

Center this past week.  A discussion was held regarding the replacement of patrol vehicles and 

including in this next fiscal year’s budget.   

 

Executive Session 

 Motion was made by Karas to recess the regular meeting agenda and go into an executive 

session at 9:38 a.m. with Sheriff Hardesty, County Attorney Scheitel and Clerk Eickhoff to 

review a personnel situation and for the needless injury to the reputation of an individual.   

Motion seconded by Caverzagie.   ROLL CALL VOTE:  Karas-aye, Campbell-aye, Caverzagie-

aye.  Motion carried. 

 Motion was made by Campbell to close the executive session at 9:49 a.m. and return to 

the regular meeting agenda.  Motion seconded by Karas.   ROLL CALL VOTE:  Karas-aye, 

Campbell-aye, Caverzagie-aye.   Motion carried. 

  

PENNSYLVANIA COLONY HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

 

 Michelle Heim representing the Pennsylvania Colony Historical Society presented the 

annual report to the Board on the activity of the organization.  The organization is requesting the 

continued funding of $5,000 from the County for this next fiscal year.   The Board relayed that 

the funding will be considered and the organization will be notified of this decision at a later 

date.  
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QUAD COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

 

 Sandra and Duaine Stalder representing the Quad County Historical & Research Society  

presented to the Board the annual report of the organization.  They requested continued funding 

from the County of $5,000 for this next fiscal year.   The Board relayed that the funding will be 

considered and the organization will be notified of this decision at a later date.     

 

RICHARDSON COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

 

 Leon Wilhelm representing the Richardson County Historical Society presented to the 

Board the annual report of the organization.  The organization is requesting continued funding 

from the County of $10,000 for this next fiscal year.  The Board relayed that the funding will be 

considered and the organization will be notified of this decision at a later date.   

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

 

 An executive session was scheduled for the consideration of a general assistance 

application.  The applicant failed to appear.  

 

FY 26-27 BUDGET PROPOSAL 

 

 The budget-making authority, County Clerk Eickhoff, presented to the Board the FY26-

27 budget with each of the county departments proposed budgets.  The Board will meet with 

each department in the next few weeks to review their requests.     

 

CORRESPONDENCE/OTHER 

 

Claim filed by Ron Jordening 

 

 The Board received a claim filed by Ron Jordening for medical expenses from February 

16, 2026, incident on sidewalk area on the block of the Richardson County Courthouse.  Motion 

was made by Caverzagie to table and forward the claim to the county’s insurance carrier.   

Motion seconded by Karas.   ROLL CALL VOTE:   Karas-aye, Campbell-aye, Caverzagie-aye.  

Motion carried. 

  

Complaint filed by Deven Nycum 

 

  On July 15, 2026, a formal complaint regarding official misrepresentation, public records 

violations, and county liability inducement by Sheriff Rick Hardesty was filed with the 

Richardson County Clerk by Deven Nycum.   The complaint requested that this be submitted to 

the Richardson County Board of Commssioners and formally log the complaint as an official 

matter of public record.       

The County Board of Commissioners reviewed the complaint with Sheriff Hardesty and 

the Sheriff responded that he has fulfilled and complied with the public records request as 

mentioned in the complaint.   County Attorney, Samantha Scheitel was also included in the 

review of this matter with the Sheriff.     

      

CLAIMS   

  

Motion was made by Caverzagie to approve the payment of all claims that were 

submitted today.  Motion seconded by Karas.   ROLL CALL VOTE:  Karas-aye, Campbell-aye, 

Caverzagie-aye.   Motion carried.   

 

(The claims listed below are available for public inspection 

at the office of the County Clerk during regular business hours.) 
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July 29, 2026 

CLAIMS (Cont.) 

 

GENERAL FUND 

 

 ABK Fire & Safety, serv 119.00 

 Clerk of District Court, fees 134.00 

 Culligan, serv 156.10 

 DAS State Accounting, serv 1009.30 

 Dept. of Correctional Services, serv 2469.25 

 Dept. of Property Assessment, fees 640.00 

 Dest Moines Stamp Co., supp 149.00 

 East Richardson Rural Water Dist. #2, serv 325.68 

 Epler’s Carpet Cleaning, serv 1100.00 

 Falls City Journal, adv 248.73 

 Handley Law Office, serv 1843.75 
      CR26-5 B. Rolfe 

 Homolka, Morgan, serv 1063.60 

 Koch’s Auto, serv 2009.21 

 Kollasch Law Office, serv 1210.00 
      CR25-79 A. Settrini, CR25-340 C. Ochoa 

 Lincoln National Life Ins., life ins 1569.99  

 SumnerOne, serv 84.00 

 Unifirst, serv 96.80 

 US Signal Company, serv 880.00 

 TOTAL GENERAL FUND $15,108.41 

 

ROAD & BRIDGE FUND 

 

 Martin Marietta Materials, rock 29303.88 

 NPPD, serv 47.60  

 Operation & Expense Account, reimb 124.80 

 Unifirst, serv 43.40 

 Rulo, Village of, serv 30.00 

 TOTAL ROAD & BRIDGE FUND $29,549.68 

    

 ADJOURNMENT  

  

 A motion was made by Karas to adjourn the meeting at 10:32 a.m.  Motion seconded by 

Caverzagie.  ROLL CALL VOTE:  Karas-aye, Campbell-aye, Caverzagie-aye.  Motion carried.  

The Board will meet again on Wednesday, August 5, 2026, at 9:00 a.m. for the next regular 

weekly meeting in the Commissioner’s Meeting Room, Courthouse, Falls City.   The agenda is 

kept current at the County Clerk’s Office.   

 

 

___________________________________    __________________________________ 

John Caverzagie, Chairman        Mary L. Eickhoff, County Clerk 


