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RICHARDSON COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

JULY 15, 2026 

 

CALL TO ORDER 

  

 The regular meeting of the Richardson County Board of Commissioners was called to 

order by Chairman Caverzagie at 9:00 a.m. on Wednesday, July 15, 2026.  Roll call was 

answered by Karas, Campbell and Caverzagie.  The Invocation was given by Chairman 

Caverzagie and the Pledge of Allegiance was led by Commissioner Karas.  Chairman Caverzagie 

announced that the open meeting laws have been posted at the entrance to the meeting room.   

 A motion was made by Karas to approve the minutes of the July 8, 2026, meeting as 

presented.   Motion seconded by Caverzagie.   ROLL CALL VOTE:  Karas-aye, Campbell-aye, 

Caverzagie-aye.   Motion carried. 

 Motion was made by Caverzagie to approve the minutes of the Board of Equalization 

meeting of July 8, 2026, as presented.  Motion seconded by Karas.  ROLL CALL VOTE: Karas-

aye, Campbell-aye, Caverzagie-aye.  Motion carried. 

 A motion was made by Caverzagie to approve the agenda as posted.  Motion seconded by 

Campbell.  ROLL CALL VOTE:  Karas-aye, Campbell-aye, Caverzagie-aye.  Motion carried.  

The agenda is posted at the Richardson County Courthouse in the First Floor Lobby, the Lower-

Level Lobby and on the Commissioner’s Meeting Room door on the 2nd Floor and on the 

Richardson County website www.richardsoncounty.ne.gov. 

   

ROAD & BRIDGE DEPT. 

 

 Steve Darveau, Jr., Highway Superintendent updated the Board on the routine road and 

bridge maintenance being done this week.  He reported that crews are working on cleaning out 

ditches and doing some bridge repairs and the Dawson NW project is nearing completion. 

 Mr. Darveau also toured with the county’s engineer from Midwest Engineering, Josh 

Keithley, different areas on the hard surfaced road south of Rulo to plan for repairs in those areas 

that are deteriorating.    

 

LAW ENFORCEMENT CENTER 

 

 Chief Deputy Sheriff, Dexter Holiday updated the Board on the routine business at the 

Law Enforcement Center this past week.  It was reported there are 14 inmates currently being 

held and that painting is being done at the facility within the jail cell areas.   

A discussion was held on the replacement of patrol vehicles during this current fiscal year, 2026-

2027.   A budget request has been made to replace 3 units, and the department has requested 

approval to proceed with the order of these.   The Board relayed that they would be in a position 

to offer approval for 1 unit at this time and to hold off on the request for the additional 2 until 

budgets have been reviewed and finalized.  This matter will be placed on next week’s agenda for 

consideration to approve the ordering of 1 unit, either a 2027 F150 Police Responder equipped as 

the previous one purchased with a push bumper for a price of $49,950.00 or a 2027 Police Utility 

Vehicle Silver equipped the same as last with Push bumper for a price of $49,477. 

 The Board also received notice from the Sheriff that a dispatcher was now going to fill a 

maintenance position at the Law Enforcement Center at the same rate of pay they were receiving 

as a dispatcher, $25.00/hour.  The Board will review this further with the Sheriff at next week’s 

meeting.     

 

BRIAN KIRKENDALL, EMA DIRECTOR 

 

 Brian Kirkendall, EMA Director, presented a quote to the Board from Hayden Tower 

Service, Inc. for the removal of antenna located on the tower of Courthouse roof for $3,577.50.  

The antenna which is not currently being used for service has been damaged and bent and should 

be removed so that it doesn’t break loose and fall onto the roof.   

Motion was made by Caverzagie to approve the quote received and authorize Hayden 

Tower Service, Inc. for $3,577.50 to remove the antenna.  Motion seconded by Campbell.   

ROLL CALL VOTE:  Karas-aye, Campbell-aye, Caverzagie-aye.  Motion carried. 

 

http://www.richardsoncounty.ne.gov/
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July 15, 2026 

 

CORRESPONDENCE/OTHER 

 

Southeast Nebraska Development District 

 

 The Southeast Nebraska Development District submitted to the Board the 2025 Annual 

report and request for funding for the fiscal year 2026-2027.   

 Motion was made by Campbell to accept the 2025 annual report as presented and to 

approve funding of membership dues and housing dues in the amount of $6,634.00.   Motion 

seconded by Karas.  ROLL CALL VOTE:  Karas-aye, Campbell-aye, Caverzagie-aye.  Motion 

carried. 

 

Quotes for drain SW Courthouse 

 

Quotes were received for the repairs needed on the outside drains from the Courthouse 

building: 1) Justin Vonderschmidt for $5,752.00 and 2) Sojka’s Plumbing for $6,451.43. 

Motion was made by Caverzagie to accept the bid from Justin Vonderschmidt for 

$5,752.00.  Motion seconded by Campbell.   ROLL CALL VOTE:   Karas-aye, Campbell-aye, 

Caverzagie-aye.  Motion carried. 

 

Road Department Employee Grievances 

 

Notices were received from the NE Assoc. of Public Employees Local 61 AFSCME 

(Road Dept. Union) for grievances of road department employees Roger Glathar, filed 7/2/2026 

for oral reprimand on 6/25/2026; and Bryan Dettmann, filed 7/2/2026 for written reprimand on 

6/23/2026.   

Grievance of Roger Glathar employer statement: date of incident 6/25/2026 at 7:45 a.m. 

at Humboldt Shop—employee still had not left the building with maintainer to start grading.  

Employee states he was burning trash and picking up—still working on 2,000 hour service.  

Discussion included didn’t leave building Monday, was late leaving Tuesday and Wednesday.  

Admits is hard to get motivated with Union stuff.  Verbal Reprimand for violation of work rules 

4 and 7, and Article 15.2.  Maintainer didn’t leave the shop on 06-22-26, left at 9:32 a.m. on 06-

23-26 and left 8:22 a.m. 06-24-2026.  Employee statement dated 06-25-2026: “I DISAGREE” 

with the Employer’s description of violation for the following reasons:  Disagree because pickup 

burning trash is part of maintenance.  We need conversation.   

Grievance of Bryan Dettmann employer statement: date of incident 06/23/2026 11:32 

a.m. On June 23, 2026, found employee in maintainer sleeping at 713 Road and 642 Avenue.  

Took several raps on glass maintainer door to wake up employee, machine on.  Employee 

violated work rule 20 furthermore creating an unsafe situation; sleeping in a running maintainer.  

Employee was told during verbal warning on 10-16-2025 to stop sleeping in his maintainer 

(complaints of sleeping maintainer--over an hour), if he is tired to radio in and we will send 

someone for his machine.  Employee admitted during verbal that he only sleeps during breaks, 

and I told him to stop sleeping at work.   Written reprimand because was during contract lunch 

break by two minutes.  Machine at location 11:15 a.m.   Employee statement dated 06-26-2026: 

“I AGREE” with the Employer’s Statement.   

The grievances that have been filed by these Road Department employees can be 

reviewed in their entirety on the county’s website, www.richardsoncounty.ne.gov.   

The Board will schedule a date for a hearing on these grievances.   

 

Road Department Union, NAPE AFSCME,  

   Local 61 Petition to Commission of Industrial Relations  

 

Certificate of Service was received July 13, 2026, regarding a petition filed with the 

Nebraska Commission of Industrial Relations by the Nebraska Association of Public Employees 

Local 61 of the American Federation of State, County, and Municipal Employees (Road Dept. 

Union), Case #1592, Notice of Petition, Notice of  Pendency, Motion for Temporary Relief, 

Brief in Support of Temporary Relief, Notice of Serving Discovery Materials regarding a 

prohibited practices petition requesting the court for an order temporarily prohibiting the 

implementation of the use of a GPS and/or AI-Integrated camera system.  

The petition filed by the Road Department Union with the Commission of Industrial 

Relations can be reviewed in their entirety on the county’s website, 

www.richardsoncounty.ne.gov.   

http://www.richardsoncounty.ne.gov/
http://www.richardsoncounty.ne.gov/
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July 15, 2026 

 

EXECUTIVE SESSEION 

 

 Motion was made by Caverzagie to recess the regular meeting agenda and go into an 

executive session at 10:02 a.m. with Jerry Pigsley, special legal counsel and Samantha Scheitel, 

County Attorney.  Motion seconded by Karas.  ROLL CALL VOTE:  Karas-aye, Campbell-aye, 

Caverzagie-aye.  Motin carried.  

 Motion was made by Karas to close the executive session at 10:25 a.m. and return to the 

regular meeting agenda.  Motion seconded by Campbell.   ROLL CALL VOTE:  Karas-aye, 

Campbell-aye, Caverzagie-aye.  Motion carried. 

 

Motion was made by Campbell to retain Jerry Pigsley as special legal counsel to address 

the grievances that have been filed by Road Department employees, Roger Glathar and Bryan 

Dettmann and to represent the County on the notice of petition filed by the NAPE AFSCME 

Local 61, Road Department Union, regarding a prohibited practices petition requesting the court 

for an order temporarily prohibiting the implementation of the use of a GPS and/or AI-Integrated 

camera system.  Motion seconded by Caverzagie.  ROLL CALL VOTE:  Karas-aye, Campbell-

aye, Caverzagie-aye.  Motion carried.   

All county vehicles have been equipped with dash cameras and the GPS systems that are 

installed on the county owned heavy equipment pieces has been implemented all in an effort to 

assist the county in reducing liability and also assisting with record keeping on the maintenance 

of county roads.  The grievances that have been filed and the petition filed by the Road 

Department Union with the Commission of Industrial Relations can be reviewed in their entirety 

on the county’s website, www.richardsoncounty.ne.gov.   

 

JAIL INSPECTION 

 

 The Board held the quarterly jail inspection and found the facility to be in good order.    

 

CLAIMS   

 

Motion was made by Karas to approve the payment of all claims that were submitted 

today.  Motion seconded by Caverzagie.   ROLL CALL VOTE:  Karas-aye, Campbell-aye, 

Caverzagie-aye.   Motion carried.   

 

(The claims listed below are available for public inspection 

  at the office of the County Clerk during regular business hours.) 

 

GENERAL FUND 

 

 Ameriflex, fee 70.00 

 BuckIT, serv 7186.14 

 Comfort Inn, lodg 507.00 

 CVSOAN, reg 120.00 

 DAS State Accounting, serv 33.00 

 Falls City Journal, adv 124.00 

 Falls City Utility Dept., serv 6503.24 

 Farm & City Supply, supp 234.13 

 Jones Air Conditioning, serv 1998.75 

 Handley Law Office, serv 1897.50 
      CR25-106 S. Corliss 

 Hillyard, Angie, serv 1190.00 

 Kollasch Law Office, serv 548.50 
      CR26-17 B. Kaler, CR25-112 M. Monroe 

 Meyer Home Center, serv 381.45 

 Motorola Solutions, serv 20477.00 

 Physicians Laboratory, serv 300.00 

 Sign Solutions USA, supp 434.41 

 Sojka’s Plumbing, serv 550.00 

 SNC, serv 1059.89 

 

 

http://www.richardsoncounty.ne.gov/
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July 15, 2026 

CLAIMS (Cont.) 

 

GENERAL FUND (Cont.) 

 

 SumnerOne, serv 470.59 

 US Signal, serv 1076.39 

 Wolfe’s Printing, supp 48.00 

 TOTAL GENERAL FUND $45,209.99 

 

ROAD & BRIDGE FUND 

 

 Falls City Sanitation, serv 60.00 

 Gage County Equipment, supp 806.90 

 Harmon’s, supp 5.00 

 Martin Marietta Materials, rock 28450.06 

 Midwest Engineering, serv 5707.50 

 NPPD, serv 36.84 

 NMC, supp 8175.28 

 Operation & Expense, reimb 184.85 

 O’Reilly Automotive, supp 20.04 

 Powerplan, supp 2428.84 

 Salem, Village of, serv 25.95 

 SNC, serv 107.41 

 Unifirst, supp 45.00 

 Verdon, Village of, serv 31.76 

 Woods & Aitken, serv 18604.05 

 TOTAL ROAD & BRIDGE FUND $64,689.48 
 

 ADJOURNMENT  

  

 A motion was made by Caverzagie to adjourn the meeting at 10:59 a.m.  Motion 

seconded by Karas.  ROLL CALL VOTE:  Karas-aye, Campbell-aye, Caverzagie-aye.  Motion 

carried.  The Board will meet again on Wednesday, July 22, 2026, at 9:00 a.m. for the next 

regular weekly meeting in the Commissioner’s Meeting Room, Courthouse, Falls City.   The 

agenda is kept current at the County Clerk’s Office.   

 

 

___________________________________        ____________________________________ 

John Caverzagie, Chairman          Mary L. Eickhoff, County Clerk 


